A brief reality check with divorced and remarried Catholics – There has been much misinformation through the media, such expressed in the Lincoln Journal Star, regarding the intentions of our Holy Father and the issue of divorced and remarried Catholics.  What the Holy Father is seeking to do is to simply reinforce the compassionate approach of the Church to those who have become divorced and remarried.  The Church does not set the standards of moral law, she only teaches those truths.  Christ said, "I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled!”  This means that Christ desires salvation for everyone, even if some do not accept what it takes to be saved.  Christ has given us the correct path so that we know how to get to heaven.  But if someone steps off that path, then their salvation is jeopardized.  For example, when a man and a woman get married, they promise to be true to each other until the day that they die.  If for some serious reason, as needs to be discussed with their pastor, there needs to be a divorce due to harm, etc., then that person is still in the loving arms of the church with no mortal sin, provided that they still know they are married to their spouse and do not keep intimate company with anyone else.  If any intimate action would occur, that married person would be offending the 6th and possibly the 9th commandment, thus committing a mortal sin and severing their unity with God.  This situation would thus prevent that person from receiving Holy Communion because their choice is of a grave matter and directly goes against God’s law.  What our Holy Father is trying to accomplish is to remind us all that whether someone is in the state of grace or in the state of mortal sin, we all possess dignity and are dearly loved by God, regardless.  Pope Francis so encourages all to be reconciled with God through the Church so that we can receive the grace that is waiting for us, which leads to eternal salvation.  – Fr.
