The success of any community is based entirely on unity.  -  Mark’s gospel says, "If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.”  Unity is to be first expressed through our willful participation in the liturgy, that being the Mass.  The first goal of unity is that 100% of the congregation is singing and speaking the responses during Mass.  To do otherwise is a choice that is more concentrated on the self than on God.  Such action does not promote unity but that of disunity.  The second goal is that 100% of the congregation is singing and speaking the responses in unison.  To do otherwise is also a selfish act that does not promote unity but that of disunity.  From a psychological viewpoint, when a person purposefully is not in unison when speaking the responses, they are promoting their own personal view of what should be done; that person has chosen to define reality because they believe that they know what is best, which is contrary to Love and Truth.  Such a selfish view is not willing to obey but rather to dictate; to judge the Law rather than to obey it.  Christ said that if you want to be my disciple, you must take up your cross and follow me.  Perhaps speaking and singing in unison is a cross, but what a beautiful cross to carry as that decision will joyfully promote unity in the community, which always starts and ends with God in the Church.  – Fr.
