Assumption Catholic Church
Parish Policy for the Rite of Marriage
Wedding Preparation with the Catholic Church- A minimum six (6) month period of preparation is required with the local parish.  The Engaged Encounter Weekend and the introductory session of the Natural Family Planning meetings is a requirement of the Diocese of Lincoln and the Diocesan Bishop.
Setting the Wedding Date- must occur in consultation with the pastor.  Couples are to contact the pastor before setting the date of the wedding and before reserving any hall for the reception.  
Priests- Guest priests are always welcome to witness a marriage in our parish.  The pastor will be the celebrant of the wedding with the guest priests con-celebrating and/or witnessing the exchange of consent.  The homilist is at the discretion of the couple.
Acolytes- Only those installed as acolytes from our parish, diocese or other Catholic parish may serve as acolytes.  Eucharistic ministers are not to serve as acolytes or ministers of communion unless they have been installed in the ministry of acolyte.  

Readers- Only those lectors or readers who are regularly assigned readers in our parish, or other Catholic parish, may serve in this capacity.  
Servers- Only those boys who regularly serve from our parish or other Catholic parish may be altar servers.  Two servers for the Nuptial Mass are preferred.  
Deacons- from outside the diocese are to present current documentation of good standing from their bishop.  
Bridesmaids/Groomsmen- The number of bridesmaids and groomsmen is limited to six (twelve total), with one ring bearer and one flower girl.  The ‘ring bearer’ and flower girl are to be no younger than three years of age.  

Music-  All music is to be of a sacred nature.  Sacred hymns are to be used for the offertory hymn, communion hymn, and closing hymn.  Sacred hymns are normally taken from the hymnals at church.  All hymns must be approved by the pastor well in advance of the Wedding.  A vocalist is welcome in the Mass, but again, what they sing is to be of a sacred nature.
Unity Candle- The unity candle is a nice symbol.  However, the proper Christian symbol for marriage is the rings.  Unity candles are permitted.  Lighting of the unity candle will take place following the Communion hymn.
Candelabras – may be used in the Church; but candle lighters are not allowed.
Time of Wedding- Any weddings that are held on a Saturday at Assumption Church may occur at 2:30pm or earlier.
Rehearsals- will be the evening before the wedding day, no earlier than 5:30pm.  Confessions will be available for the wedding party and the family members prior to or following the wedding rehearsal.  
Preparations on the day of the wedding- Couples are welcome to use the parish hall in preparation for the wedding.  The cost for the use of the hall is included in the fees as described below.
Wedding Day- No weddings will be celebrated during the season of Lent, Thanksgiving break, or Christmas break. 
Pictures- A professional photographer is allowed to take pictures before, during and after the Wedding Mass.  During Mass the photographer may only take pictures from either of the side aisles or near the entrance of the Church and must consult the pastor for further directions before the Wedding.  A video of the Nuptial Mass may be done, provided the camera used is not near the Sanctuary.
Flowers– Real flowers placed in vases may be used throughout the Church.  Real flower petals will stain the carpet and are therefore not permitted, but silk flower petals may be used.
Rice- Throwing rice or bird seed after the ceremony is not permitted.  
Alcohol- is prohibited on church grounds the night before and the day of the wedding.  Those who are consuming alcoholic beverages before the wedding will be asked to leave.  

Sobriety is necessary for the wedding couple to exchange valid consent during the ceremony.  The wedding will be delayed two hours if the bride, groom or anyone in the wedding party has been drinking before the wedding ceremony.  It will be the duty of the wedding party to inform the people in the church.  

Clean Up - The name of the person responsible for cleaning up after the wedding needs to be submitted to the pastor within two weeks before the Wedding date.  This person is to see to it that the Cry Room, Vestibule, outside area and the entire Church is clean with everything returned to its original place by 4:30pm on the day of the Wedding.
Cohabitation- Couples living together before marriage commit the serious sin of scandal and the serious sin of fornication.  Due to the proximate occasion of sin that a couple who is cohabiting find themselves in, the couple is encouraged to live under separate roofs during their preparation for the sacrament of marriage.  Because the couple is preparing for a sacred covenant with the Lord and one another, it is gravely sinful to prepare for holy and consecrated married life while living in a state of mortal sin.  If a couple receives the sacrament of marriage while in the state of mortal sin, another mortal sin would therefore be committed.  
Couples who choose not to separate six months prior to the wedding can still be married in the church.  However, the wedding ceremony will be a more subdued celebration of the rite of marriage.  The couple will not have the added benefit of having the marriage within the context of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, nor will music be allowed during the ceremony. Also, only one witness is allowed for the bride as well as for the groom.  Only the two witnesses and immediate family members will be allowed to attend the wedding.  The ceremony will be conducted in a manner similar to a marriage validation, such as when a couple is civilly married and then asks the church for her blessing.  
Fees-  As a token of appreciation to the Lord for the blessing of your marriage, and for the continued support of the needs of the parish and her poor, it is customary for couples to make a contribution to the parish church where the wedding is held.  The following fees are considered a part of your contribution.

Church Use- 
$500 for non-parishioner, $100 for parishioner, payable to Assumption Church.  This provides for facility and cost use and a way of supporting your local parish.  
·  Regarding rules and fees for the rental of the Hall, please contact Sharon Nemec, the secretary of Assumption Church.
Pastor Fee- 
$125, payable to the Pastor.  This fee helps supplement priestly income and serves as a means for the priest to purchase necessary vestments and garments for use at the altar.  It is also a way for the couple to thank their parish priest.
Organist- 
$100  if he/she is a parishioner of Assumption.  This is to be given to the Pastor, who will in turn give it to the Organist.  Occasionally the Organist will have their own established fee.
Payment for the use of the Church, the Pastor’s fee, and any other fees are to be paid at the time of the wedding rehearsal.  

All stipulations as listed above must be agreed upon before the marriage preparation process may continue.
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